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taken to lay them in order and in such a manner that they can be easily 
removed. The ends of the wound may be then partly closed, but a large 
wound is preferable. It will be found that drainage is complete and that 
the tampons will not become wet with urine. It is, however, impossible to 
renew the tampon except under ether, but it can with safety be allowed to 
remain for from four to six days. Care should, however, be taken if iodo¬ 
form be used, as symptoms of poisoning are liable to follow its free use in an 
irritated and inflamed bladder cavity. The tampon is well borne; there is 
neither pain nor imperative desire to urinate, and if it is well applied there 
will be no soaking with urine. 
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Syphilitic Myxcedema. 

Dr. R. Kohler ( Berl. Min. Wochenschr., 1892, No. 30) reports a case of 
undoubted myxoedema atrophicum occurring in a woman forty-eight years of 
age, with enlargement of the thyroid gland which bad existed from early life. 
One year before coming under observation she had general symptoms which 
were suspicious of syphilis, but this diagnosis could not be established. She 
was placed upon iodide of potassium, with the result of curing her, so that at 
the date of reporting the case a diagnosis of myxcedema could not have been 
made. The author asks if the disease could have been of the nature of an 
interstitial syphilitic deposit. 

Europhen as a Local Dressing. 

Prof. O. Petersen (St. Petersburger medicin. Wochenschr., 1892, No. 14) 
considers the publications of Eichof, Sichel, Lowenstein, and others, on this 
remedy, and gives his own views cautiously as to its value, coming to the 
conclusion that in minor surgery and in the treatment of chancroid, europhen 
is to be preferred to iodoform. 

The Penetration of Ointments. 

Aubert, of Lyons, the well-known physiologist and clinician ( Journ . of 
Outan. and Gen.-urin. Bis., Dec., 1892), has studied the penetrating properties 
of ointments through the skin. The experiments consisted in incorporating 
atropine with the various substances, and then, causing the subjects to exer¬ 
cise, collecting and examining the sweat. When the application was made by 
simple inunction, oils and lard penetrate best, while vaseline, cerate, and 
lanolin penetrate scarcely at all. When the application is made, however, 
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with the aid of brisk rubbing, it was found that lanolin did best, because, by 
reason of its stickiness, friction always produced some erosions, or caused 
some hairs to be pulled out, thus favoring absorption. 

Post-vaccinal Eruptions. 

Paul Schimmelpfennig {Arehiv fur Derm. u. Syph., 1892, Heft 4) con¬ 
siders that eruptions of this nature may be called forth by an irritation to the 
vasomotor system, occasioned by foreign substances in the blood-vaccine 
lymph derived from absorption of the pustule. Of these may be mentioned 
general measly eruptions of short duration and without systemic disturb¬ 
ance, urticarial eruptions, erythema multiforme, and pemphigus, which 
latter, however, in some cases must be regarded in the light of a secondary 
infection. 

In a second list may be classed certain latent diseases, which may be pro¬ 
voked by vaccination, as hereditary syphilis, eczema, and prurigo. Thirdly, 
eruptions may be due directly to infection caused by inoculation, as syphilis, 
erysipelas, and impetigo contagiosa. 

The Blood Elements in Syphilis. 

Kouried, of Vienna {.Town, of Culan. and Gen.-urin. Dia., Dec., 1892), 
is of the opinion that previous works on blood-changes in syphilis lack 
scientific basis. 

Examinations have recently been made of the blood in the first stage of 
the disease, in the secondary period, during the course of treatment and in 
untreated subjects. The proportion of hoemoglobin, one of the principal ele¬ 
ments of the blood, is of great importance. From the very beginning of the 
disease, from the third to the seventh week, it is found diminished in the 
proportion of 20 per cent. Under the influence of treatment the proportion 
of biemoglobin increases, but very slowly regains its normal color. In some 
cases of mild syphilis, untreated, the haemoglobin acted in the same manner, 
the proportions increasing with the disappearance of the florid symptoms. 
In tertiary syphilis symptoms of grave alteration in the blood are noted. 
While the number of leucocytes is so variable that no defined conclusion can 
be drawn, the morphological changes are very noticeable. We may conclude 
from the observations that syphilis is a disease of the blood, and thus the 
marked anremia often caused by the disease may be explained. Syphilis 
should be kept in mind as a possible etiological factor in such diseases as per¬ 
nicious anjemia and tabes dorsalis. 

Pemphigus Puerperalis et Neonatorum. 

Dr. Staub, of Posen {Annates de Derm, et de Syph ., Nov., 1892),'believes 
that this variety of the disease results most frequently from intra-puerperal 
infection. He cites a case of grave puerperal fever,'complicated with pem¬ 
phigus, the infant also being attacked with pemphigus of the newborn type. 
Both recovered. In two other cases the infants succumbed in the course of 
the eruption, but the mothers recovered. The cause of the uterine infection 
is often to be attributed to'midwivea. 
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PfiOROSPERMS IN CANCER. 

Torok, of Budapest (Annalet de Derm, et de Syph., Nov., 1892), from his 
researches, arrives at the conclusion that the cellular bodies which have been 
described as the parasites of cancer are nothing more than nuclei of the epi¬ 
thelial cells, migratory cells, or blood corpuscles in a state of degeneration. 

Leprophoiha. 

Dr. A. Lctz, now of San Francisco, who has had much experience with 
leprosy ( Joum. of Culan. and Gen.-urin. Du., Dec., 1892), warns against this 
condition of mind to which some persons are prone, and regards it as an act 
of humanity to combat all unproved and exaggerated statements, bearing in 
mind that the heredity of the disease is not proved; that the danger of pass¬ 
ing intercourse with lepers is exceedingly slight; that contagion even by 
intimate and prolonged contact is by no means frequent in families living in 
a civilized way. 


Pemphigus. 

Dr. Petrini, of Bucharest ( Annates de Derm, et de Syph., Nov., 1892), dis¬ 
tinguishes three kinds of pemphigus: common chronic; foliaceous, primary 
or secondary; and vegetating. He has Btudied three cases resulting in death 
after six, twelve, and eighteen months. Twice he found some alterations in 
the posterior roots of the spinal cord; twice fatty degeneration of the liver 
was found; and in all the cases alterations of the peripheral nerves and 
lesions of the spinal ganglia were noted. 

Lupus Erythematosus. 

Malcolm Morris ( Journ. of Culan. and Gen.-urin. Du., Dec., 1892) believes 
that this disease is of an inflammatory nature, belonging to the erythemata, 
and having no relation to any specific micro-organism. It depends primarily 
on disturbance of the local circulation brought about by heat or cold, or by 
nervous influences. The term lupus is regarded as inappropriate, and “ atro¬ 
phying erythema” is suggested as a better name. Two forms of the disease 
are recognized, the discoid and the aggregated, which is in accordance with 
the division of Kaposi. He believes that those cases where lupus erythema¬ 
tosus are said to be transformed into lupus vulgaris are really examples of 
lupus vulgaris eiythematoides. 

Dermatitis Herpetiformis. 

Stephen Mackenzie, of London (Bril. Joum. of Derm., Jan., 1893), gives 
a lengthy, practical paper on this disease, illustrated with twelve cases, bring¬ 
ing out its polymorphic character, chronicity, and relapsing course. The 
vesicular and bullous varieties were the most common. In nearly all there 
was at some time more or less grouping on the herpetic pattern. 

To secure rest at night, chloral and opium were both found useful. During 
the daytime, cannabis indica, from ten to twenty minims of the tincture thrice 
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daily, gave the beat results. Antipyrine,in from twenty to thirty grains, best 
given in the evening, or at bedtime. Arsenic appeared to be curative in a 
few cases, controlled the disease to some extent in Home cases, and failed 
altogether in others. Usually full and increasing doses to the point of toler¬ 
ation were given. Quinine occasionally appeared to be of service. No special 
form of local treatment is recommended, though the author believes that the 
method first described by Duhring (consisting of inunctions with strong sul¬ 
phur ointment) is worthy of a trial. 

Lepra and its Bacillus. 

Drs. Delepine and Slater ( Bril. Journ. of Derm , Jan., 1893), in a case 
of this disease, examined all the tissues of the body for bacilli. All attempts 
to demonstrate the bacillus lepra in lymph, blood, or pus obtained during life 
were unsuccessful. Dealing with the lung lesions they quote numerous 
observers, of whom the majority are opposed to the existence of a true leprotic 
phthisis. The authors are of the opinion that there is no method of distinguish¬ 
ing the bacilli of tuberculosis and leprosy by their staining reactions. As to the dis¬ 
tribution of the bacilli in the various organs, they occur in the skin (uniformly), 
in the mucous membranes of the mouth, pharynx, and larynx, in certain 
nerves, and in certain lymphatic glands, in bones, and in the liver, but are 
absent in the kidneys, supra-renals, thyroid, and the mucous membrane of 
the stomach, small intestine, and bladder. Of the various tissues, they are 
most abundant in areolar connective tissue, and then in lymphoid tissue. 
In epithelium they are rare, and in cartilage are absent. 

Tinea Favosa contracted from Animals. 

Dr. S. ShebWell (. Amer. Veterin. Review , Nov., 1892) reports some inter¬ 
esting cases of this disease communicated from mice. In one instance four 
members of one family were affected, having evidently been infected from 
pet dogs, one of which had previously been found playing with a sick mouse, 
which, from the description, had faviis. Some of the mice were caught and 
the parasite was demonstrated. Instances of ringworm contagion from kittens 
are also recorded. 

Four Cases of Cheilitis Glandularis. 

H. S. PURDON, of Belfast (Brit. Journ. of Derm., Jan., 1893), who states 
that this rare disease was first described by Professor Volkmann, of Halle, 
reports four cases observed during the past twenty years. Three were in 
males, the other in a young lady aged twenty-three years, who was under his 
observation for three years, thedisease being confined to the lower lip and its 
mucous lining. The lips were glued together in the morning; with exacer¬ 
bations the lip became swollen, firm, or hard, with little or no pain. The eye 
could distinguish the mucous glands swollen and pouring out a muco-puru- 
lent secretion through the dilated ducts. The disease extended to the lining 
membrane of the cheeks and gums. Black wash with glycerin and the occa¬ 
sional use of nitrate of silver locally gave the best results. Arsenic and 
other internal remedies were of no benefit. 
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The Pigmentary Syphilide. 

Dr. R. W. Taylor (New York Med. Joum., Feb. 18, 1893) contributes a 
carefully studied paper on this affection (with photographs and colored 
plates), stating that the primordial pigmentary anomalies due to syphilis 
consist essentially in a superpigmentation, which may in whole or in part be 
replaced by a corresponding loss of color or leucodermatous condition. This 
primordial hyperpigmentation is the essential pigmentary syphilide; all 
other discolorations are secondary processes, and in no manner entitled to be 
classed as pigmentary syphilides. 

The affection occurs in three well-marked and quite distinct forms: 

1. As spots or patches of various sizes. 

2. As a diffuse pigmentation of greater or less intensity, which, sooner or 
later, becomes the seat of whitish spots, which gradually increase in size, 
constituting a retiform variety. 

3. As an abnormal distribution of the pigment of the skin, in which some 
spots become lighter and others darker, in this manner a dappled or marbled 
appearance resulting—the marmoraceous variety. 

The Action of Thiosinamine (Allylsulpiiocarbamide). 

Hans von Hebra, of Vienna (Brit. Journ. of Derm vol. iv., No. 10), 
has experimented with this drug, and makes a preliminary report. Thio¬ 
sinamine is obtained from the volatile oil of mustard, and is a crystalline 
chemical product of constant composition, which, when subcutaneously 
administered, produces a local reaction without any general disturbance of 
the system. It exerts a favorable influence over lupous tissue, and renders 
cicatricial tissues soft and pliable. It has a specific action in diminishing 
glandular swelling. It favors the absorption of the products of exudation. 
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Myopia the Result of Constitutional Disease. 

Dr. R. D. Batten (Ophthalmic Review, vol. xi., No. 123), taking up the 
comparison of myopia to rickets, urges that while the deformity and mechan¬ 
ical conditions that determine it and the local disturbances attending it have 
been carefully and minutely studied, the underlying constitutional conditions 



